Dated: 05.05.2024

TORCHBEARERS BEING TORCHED

It has come to our notice from tweet and open sources of Shri Rahul Gandhi, Congress Leader,
that appointment of Vice Chancellors is made solely on the basis of affiliation with some
organisation rather than on the basis of merit and qualification thereby questioning the merit

of the process through which the Vice Chancellors are appointed.

We categorically and unequivocally discard such claims.

The process by which Vice Chancellors are selected is characterised by stringent, transparent
rigorous procedure grounded on values of meritocracy, scholarly distinction and integrity. The
selection has been completely based on academic and administrative prowess and with a vision

to take Universities ahead.

The array of academic disciplines and professional experiences represented amongst us stands
as evidence of the unbiased and inclusive nature of the selection procedure. It reflects our
dedication to cultivating an atmosphere that values and promotes diversity, encourages

independent thinking, and supports scholastic achievement.

In our capacity as guardians of knowledge and administrators of academia, we maintain an
unwavering commitment to maintaining the utmost levels of governance integrity, ethical
behaviour, and institutional integrity. We encourage productive discourse and active
participation from all relevant stakeholders, as we collaboratively strive to define the trajectory

of Higher education in our country.

We strongly urge all individuals involved to exercise discernment in distinguishing fact from
fiction, to abstain from spreading unfounded rumours, and to participate in dialogue that is
well-informed, constructive, and supportive of our shared goal of creating a dynamic and

inclusive educational environment.

We would like to reaffirm our steadfast dedication to the principles of meritocracy, integrity,
and excellence within the realm of higher education. As a collective initiative, let us
persistently strive to maximize the impact of our educational establishments as catalysts for

societal change and facilitators of advancement.



The universities in India have undergone significant transition as evident in ascent in global
rankings, prominent accreditations, world class research and innovations, curriculum facelift
narrowing the industry academia gap and higher placement prospects reaffirming their

commitment to academic quality and societal relevance.

With utmost conviction, the Vice Chancellors of prestigious Universities nationwide and
Academic Leaders, address and refute the baseless allegations that have recently been

circulated concerning the selection process.

In view of the fact that Shri Rahul Gandhi has resorted to falsehood and has defamed the Office
of the Vice Chancellors at large with the intent to derive the political mileage out of it. It is
therefore, earnestly prayed that appropriate action be taken against him forthwith in accordance

with law.

With Highest Regards

Yours faithfully

Coordinators

1. Prof. Vinay Pathak, VC, CSIJM University, Kanpur (9414189254)

2. Prof. Bhagwati Prakash Sharma, Chancellor, Pacific University, Udaipur & former VC,
Gautam Budha University, Noida (9829243459)

3. Prof. N.C. Gautam, former VC, Mahatma Gandhi Gramodaya Vishvavidyalaya, Chitrakoot
(7581819600)

4. Prof. Alok Chakkarval, VC, Guru Ghasidas Centarl University, Bilaspur

5. Prof. Vinay Kapoor, fomer VC, BR Ambedkar National Law University, Sonipat

6. Prof. Sunil Pareek, Dean, NIFTEM, Kundli (7056721483)

7. Prof. Prabha Shankar Shukla, VC, North East Hill University, Shillong

8. Prof. Tejasvi V. Kattimani, VC, Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh

9. Prof. Ujjawala Chakradeo, SNDT Womens University, Mumbai

10. Prof. Ami Upadhyay, VC, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad

11. Prof. Ganga Prasad, VC, Tripura University



List of Signatories

S. Name Designation and Affiliation
No.
1 Prof. G.D. Sharma President, Association of Indian Universities, and VC,
USTM, Meghalaya
2 Prof. Vinay Pathak Vice President, Association of Indian Universities, and
VC, CSIM, Kanpur
3 Prof. Pankaj Mittal Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, and
former VC, BPSMV, Sonipat
4 Dr. TG Sitharam Chairman, AICTE, and former Director, IIT Guwahati
5 Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe | Chairman, NETF, UGC and former Chairman AICTE
6 Prof. D.P. Singh Former Chairman, UGC and former Vice Chancellor
7 Dr. Laxman  Singh | Former Director General, Indian Meteorological
Rathore Department
8 Dr. Sandhya Purecha Chairman, Sangeet Natak Akademi
9 Prof. Kumud Sharma Vice President, Sahitya Akademi
10 | Prof. Ajay Pratap Singh | Director General, National Library of India, Kolkata
11 Prof. D.P. Sakalani Director, NCERT
12 | Prof. K.C. Sharma Chairman, Haryana State Higher Education Council and
former VC, Kurukshetra University
13 | Prof. Ramesh Yadav Former Chairman, Haryana Kissan Aayog, former VC,
BMU, Rohtak
14 | Prof. Milind Marathe Chairman, National Book Trust
15 | Prof. R.C. Agrawal Deputy Director General (Agriculture Education), ICAR
16 | Prof. Umesh Chandra | Former President, Veterinary Council of India
Sharma
17 | Prof. Bhagawati Prakash | Group President, Pacific Group of Universities;
Sharma Chairperson Governing Board, UNESCO MGIEP; Former
VC, Gautam Budha University, Noida
18 | Prof. N.C. Gautam Former VC, Mahatma Gandhi Chitrakoot Gramaodaya
Vishawavidyalaya, Chitrakoot
19 | Prof. Alok Chakrawal VC, Guru Ghasidas Central University, Bilaspur
20 | Prof. Sunil Pareek Dean, NIFTEM Kundli
21 Prof. T.V. Kattimani VC, Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh
22 | Prof. Prabha Shankar | VC, North East Hill University, Shilong
Shukla
23 | Prof. Ami Upadhyay VC, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar (State) Open University,
Ahmedabad
24 | Prof. Chakradhar | VC, Central University of Orissa, Koraput
Tripathi
25 | Prof. Ganga Prasad | VC, Tripura University
Prasain
26 | Prof. Viney Kapoor Former VC, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar National Law University,
Sonipat
27 | Ashok Kumar VC, Sports University of Haryana, Rai, Sonipat, and
former DGP, Uttarakhand
28 | Prof. A.D.N. Bajpai VC, Atal Bihari Vajpayee University, Bilaspur




29 | Prof. A.K. Pathak Former VC, Junagarh Agriculture University, and Navsari
Agriculture University, Navsari

30 | Prof. A.K. Sariaal Former VC, Himachal Pradesh Agriculture University,
Palampur, HP

31 | Prof. A.K. Shukla VC, Rajmata Vijaya Raje Scindia Krishi Vishwa
Vidyalaya, Gwalior

32 | Prof. AK. Singh VC, Rani Laxmi Bai Central Agriculture University,
Jhansi

33 | Prof. A.K. Vyas VC, Agriculture University, Kota

34 | Prof. Ajmer Singh Malik | VC, Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa

35 | Prof. Akhilesh Kumar | VC, Vikram University, Ujjain

Pandey

36 | Prof. Alok Kumar Rai VC, University of Lucknow, Lucknow

37 | Prof. Alpana Kateja VC, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur

38 | Prof. Amita Dev VC, Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical University for Women,
Delhi

39 | Prof. Anand Bhalerao VC, Central University of Rajasthan, Ajmer

40 | Prof. Anand K. Tyagi VC, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth University,
Varanasi

41 | Prof. Anil K. Rai VC, Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay Shekhawati University,
Sikar

42 | Prof. Anil Shukla VC, MDSU, Ajmer

43 Prof. Anu Singh Lather | VC, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Delhi

44 | Prof. Archana Mishra VC, Dr. BR Ambedkar National Law University, Sonipat

45 | Prof. Arun Garg VC, MVN University, Palwal

46 | Prof. Arun Kansal Director and Former VC, TERI SAS

47 | Prof. Aruna Palta VC, Hemchand Yadav State Univeristy, Durg

48 | Prof. Arvind Kumar Former VC, RLBCAU, Jhansi

49 | Prof. Ashu Rani VC, Dr. BR Ambedkar University, Agra

50 | Prof. B.C. Deka VC, Assam Agriculture University, Jorhat

51 Prof. B.K. Punia Former VC, MDU, Rohtak

52 | Prof. B.R. Kamboj VC, CCS Haryana Agriculture University, Hisar

53 | Prof. B.S. Sahay Director, [IM Jammu

54 | Prof. B.S. Satyanarayana | Former VC, BML Munjal; GD Goenka; CV Raman Global
University

55 | Prof. Balvinder Shukla | VC, Amity University Uttar Pradesh, Noida

56 | Prof. Bharat Mishra VC, Mahatma Gandhi Chitrakoot Gramaodaya
Vishawavidyalaya, Chitrakoot

57 | Prof. Bidyut | Former VC, Visva-Bharati, Santinekata

Chakrabarty

58 | Prof. Bihari Lal Sharma | VC, Sampurananad Sanskrit University, Varanasi

59 | Prof. C K. Timbadia VC, GNFSU, Halol

60 | Prof. D.C. Joshi Former VC, Agriculture University, Kota

61 | Prof. Deepti Dharmani | VC, Chaudhary Bansi Lal University, Bhiwani

62 | Prof. Dinesh Kumar VC, Gurugram University, Gurugram

63 | Prof. E. Suresh Kumar | VC, The English and Foreign Languages University,
Hyderabad

64 | Prof. G.D. Yadav National Science Chair & former VC, Institute of

Chemical Technology, Mumbai




65 | Prof. Gopal Krishna Former VC, Central Institute of Fisheries Education,
Mumbai

66 | Prof. H.S. Oberoi Director, NIFTEM, Kundli, Sonipat

67 | Prof. Hari S. Gaur Former VC, SVPUAT, Meerut

68 | Prof. Harish K. Sharma | VC, Maharshi Markandeshwar University, Mullana

69 | Prof. Harshad A. Patel VC, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad

70 | Prof. J. Kumar VC, SBS University, Dehradun

71 Prof. J.K. Sharma VC, BEUST, Baddi, HP

72 | Prof. .M. Vyas VC, National Forensic Sciences University, Gandhinagar

73 | Prof. J.P. Pandey VC, Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam Technical University,
Lucknow

74 | Prof. J.P. Saini VC, MMMUT, Gorkhpur

75 | Prof. J.P. Sharma Former VC, Sher-E-Kashmir University of Agriculture
Sciences & Technology, Jammu

76 | Prof. J.P. Sharma Former VC, Mohan Lal Sukhadia University, Udaipur

77 | Prof. J.P. Yadav VC, Indira Gandhi University, Meerpur

78 | Prof. K.G. Suresh VC, Makhan Lal Chaturvedi National University of
Journalism and Communication, Bhopal

79 | Prof. K.M.L. Pathak Former VC, DUVASU, Mathura

80 | Prof. K.N. Singh VC, Central University of Jharkhand, Ranchi

81 | Prof. K.P. Singh VC, Ruhelkhand University, Bareilly

82 | Prof. K.R.S. Sambasiva | Former VC, Central University of Mizoram, Aizawl

Rao

83 | Prof. K.S. Thakur VC, Govind Guru Tribal University, Banswara

84 | Prof. Kailash Sodani VC, Vardhman Mahaveer Open University, Kota

85 | Prof. Karbhari | VC, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Technological University,

Vishwanath Kale Raigad

86 | Prof. M.S. Chauhan VC, GB Pant University of Agriculture & Technology,
Pantnagar

87 | Prof. Mahesh Verma VC, GGS Indra Prastha University, Delhi

88 | Prof. Manoj Dixit VC, Maharaja Ganga Singh University, Bikaner

89 | Prof. N.H. Kelawala VC, Kamdhenu University, Gandhinagar

90 | Prof. N.P. Kaushik VC, Om Sterling Global University, Hisar

91 | Prof. N.P. Singh VC, Banda University of Agriculture & Technology,
Banda

92 | Prof. N.S. Rathore Former VC, MPUAT, Udaipur, MLSU, Udaipur; SKNAU,
Jobner

93 | Prof. N.V. Patil VC, Maharashtra Animal and fishery Sciences University,
Nagpur

94 | Prof. Narendra K. Taneja | Former VC, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut

95 | Prof. Neeraja A. Gupta | VC, Gujarat University, Ahmedabad

96 | Prof. Nilambari Dave VC, Saurashtra University, Rajkot

97 | Prof. PK. Bharti VC, The Glocal University, Saharanpur

98 | Prof. PK. Dashora VC, Mangalatayan University, Aligarh

99 | Prof. PK. Mishra VC, Jawaharlal Nehru Krishi Vishva Vidyalaya, Jabalpur

100 | Prof. PK. Roul VC, Orissa University of Agriculture & Technology,
Bhubaneshwar

101 | Prof. P.S. Pandey VC, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Central Agricultural University,

Pusa




102 | Prof. PK Bajpai VC, JP Narayan University, Chapra
103 | Prof. Pradeep K. Sharma | VC, Suheldev State University, Azamgarh
104 | Prof. Prafulla Agnihotri | Director, [IM Sirmaur
105 | Prof. Prakash A. | VC, Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar University, Solapur
Mahanwar
106 | Prof. Prashant Bokare VC, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli
107 | Prof. R.D. Kulkarni VC, University of Mumbai, Mumbai
108 | Prof. R.K. Anayath Former VC, DCRUST, Murthal
109 | Prof. R.K. Gajjar VC, Gujarat Technological University, Ahmedabad
110 | Prof. R.K. Mittal Former VC, RAU Pusa; SVPUAT, Meerut
111 | Prof. R.K. Sohane Former VC, Bihar Agriculture University, Sabour
112 | Prof. R.M. Chauhan VC, SDUT, Sardarkrushinagar, Palnpur
113 | Prof. R.M. Pant VC, Assam University, Silchar
114 | Prof. R.P. Das VC, K.K. Handique Open University, Guwahati
115 | Prof. R.P. Tiwari VC, Central University of Punjab, Bhatinda
116 | Prof. Raj Kumar Former VC, Punjab University, Chandigarh
117 | Prof. Raj Kumar Mittal | Former VC, CBLU, Bhiwani
118 | Prof. Raj Nehru VC, Vishvakarma Skill University, Palwal
119 | Prof. Rajanish Kamat VC, Dr. Homi Bhabha State University, Mumbai
120 | Prof. Rajeshwar Singh | VC, YS Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry,
Chandel Solan
121 | Prof. Rajni Kant VC, Rabridranath Tagore University, Bhopal
122 | Prof. Rakesh Ranjan VC, Sushant University, Gurugram
123 | Prof. Ram  Kumar | Director, [IM Raipur
Kakani
124 | Prof. Rama Shankar | VC, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar
Dubey
125 | Prof. Ramesh Bhardwaj | VC, Maharishi Valmiki Sanskrit University, Kaithal
126 | Prof. Ranpal Singh VC, Chaudhary Ranbir Singh University, Jind
127 | Prof. S.K. Bhatnagar Former VC, NLU, Lucknow
128 | Prof. S.K. Chakrabarti Former VC, Uttar Banga Krishi Vishva Vidyalaya, Cooch
Bihar
129 | Prof. S.K. Gakhar Former VC, Indira Gandhi University, Rewari
130 | Prof. S.K. Mehta VC, University of Ladakh, Leh-Ladakh
131 | Prof. S.K. Rao Former VC, Rajmata Vijaya Raje Scindia Krishi Vishwa
Vidyalaya, Gwalior
132 | Prof. S.P. Bansal VC, Central University of Himachal Pradesh,
Dharamshala
133 | Prof. S.P. Mani Tripathi | VC, IGNTU, Amarkantak
134 | Prof. S.P. Singh VC, Deenbandhu Chotu Ram University of Science and
Technology, Sonipat
135 | Prof. S.S. Pandey VC, Raj Rishi Bharthari Matsya University, Alwar
136 | Prof. Saket Kushwaha VC, Rajiv Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh
137 | Prof. Samar Singh Former VC, Maharana Pratap Horticulture University,
Karnal
138 | Prof. Sangeeta Shukla VC, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut
139 | Prof. Sanjay Srivastava | VC, Manav Rachana IIRS, Faridabad
140 | Prof. Sanjay Tiwari VC, Madhya Pradesh Bhoj Open University, Bhopal




141 | Prof. Sanjeet Kumar | VC, Jananayak Chandrashekhar University, Ballia
Gupta
142 | Prof. Sanjeev Jain VC, Central University of Jammu, Jammu
143 | Prof. Santishree | VC, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi
Dhulipudi Pandit
144 | Prof. Shalini Gupta Former VC, Desh Bhagat University, Fatehgarh Sahib
145 | Prof. Shashikala Wanjari | VC, NIEPA, Delhi
146 | Prof. Shobhit Mathur VC, Rishihood University, Sonipat
147 | Prof. Shubha Tiwari VC, Maharaja Chatrasal Bundelkhand University,
Chatarpur
148 | Prof. Siddu P. Algur Former VC, Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya University,
Ballari
149 | Prof. Srinivasa Varkhedi | VC, Central Sanskrit University, Delhi
150 | Prof. Sudesh Chhikara VC, BPS Mahila Vishvavidyalaya, Khanpur, Sonipat
151 | Prof. Sujata Shahi VC, IILM, Gurugram
152 | Prof. Sunaina Singh Former VC, Nalanda University; EFLA University
153 | Prof. Sunita Mishra VC, Mohan Lal Sukhadia University, Udaipur
154 | Prof. Surekha Dangwal | VC, Doon University, Dehradun
155 | Prof. Suresh K. Malhotra | VC, Maharana Pratap Horticulture University, Karnal
156 | Prof. Sushil Tomar VC, JC Bose University of Science and Technology,
YMCA, Faridabad
157 | Prof. Sushma Yadav Pro VC, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh
158 | Prof. Tankeshwar Kumar | VC, Central University of Haryana, Mahendragarh
159 | Prof. U.S. Sharma Former VC, Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture &
Technology, Udaipur
160 | Prof. V. Praveen Rao Former VC, PJT State Agriculture University, Hyderabad
161 | Prof. VK. Srivastava VC, MS University, Baroda
162 | Prof. V.P. Chovatia VC, Junagarh Agricultural University, Junagarh
163 | Prof. VC Jha Former VC, TMBU, Bhagalpur
164 | Prof. Vikas Singh VC, Geeta University, Panipat
165 | Prof. Vilas Bhale Former VC, Punjabrao Deshmukh Krishi
Vishavavidyalaya, Akola
166 | Prof. Vinita Sahay Director, IIM Bodh Gaya
167 | Prof. Vinod Kumar Former VC, Gurukul Kangari Vishvavidyalaya, Haridwar
168 | Prof. Vinod Kumar | VC, Lala Lajpatrai University of Veterinary and Animal
Verma Science, Hisar
169 | Prof. Yogendra Singh Former VC, INCU
170 | Prof. Yogesh Singh VC, Delhi University, Delhi
171 | Prof. Mukesh Pandey VC, Bundelkhand University, Jhansi
172 | Prof. Geetanjali Dash VC, Berhampur University, Berhampur
173 | Prof. O.P.S. Negi VC, Uttarakhand Open University, Haldwani
174 | Prof. Rajiv.  Kumar | Director, MNNIT, Prayagraj
Tripathi
175 | Prof. Arka Kumar Das | VC, Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
Mohapatra
176 | Prof. Arjunsinh Rana VC, Swarnim Gujarat Sports University, Gandhinagar
177 | Prof. Mukul Patel VC, Gujarat Ayurved University, Jamnagar
178 | Prof. Prem Sharda Former VC, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat




179 | Prof. Navin Sheth Former VC, Gujarat Technological University,
Ahmedabad

180 | Prof. Kishorsinh Chavda | VC, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat

181 | Prof. Pankaj Kumar | Pro VC, Glocal University, Saharanpur

Mishra




